Dear Friend -

Do you want to help make marijuana legal in Colorado?  If so, please take a few minutes, read this e-mail, and forward it to as many people as possible in the state.  As you will see, we actually need you to send two separate e-mails -- one to anyone you know who is likely to support Amendment 44 and the other to anyone who is likely to be undecided or opposed.

If Amendment 44 is going to pass on November 7, making the possession of marijuana legal for adults in Colorado, it is not going to be because of the votes of individuals like you who support legalization wholeheartedly (although they are certainly needed).  It will be because tens of thousands of people who are on the fence with respect to legalization come to realize that marijuana is not as dangerous as the government has led them to believe.  More specifically, in our opinion, it will be because these people accept the fact that marijuana is actually less harmful than alcohol and it therefore makes no sense to punish adults who choose to use the less harmful substance.

As a supporter of Amendment 44, you have two responsibilities over the next three weeks.  The first, obviously, is to vote.  We strongly recommend that you either request an absentee ballot or vote during the early voting period, which runs from October 23 through November 3.  Lines on election day are expected to be long and voting by absentee or early would save you a lot of time.  For information about either process, visit http://www.FairVoteColorado.org .

Your second responsibility is to educate those who need education.  This could include your parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, professors, barbers, or anyone else.  In-person conversations are great, but in order to make this easier for you, we have drafted a short letter (below) that you can cut and paste into a separate e-mail.  You should feel free to make it as personal as you want or you can just send it as is.  The important part is that you send something.  Studies have shown that just one contact from another person can have a great influence on how a person votes.  Please help the campaign by reaching out today.

Once you have done that, please return to this e-mail and forward it to as many supporters of Amendment 44 as you know.  Then they will have the opportunity to educate their friends, acquaintances, and family members.  If we keep this e-mail going, Amendment 44 could win in a landslide.  Don't be the one to break the chain.

Thanks so much for helping the campaign.  We look forward to celebrating with you on November 7. 

Dear Friend -

I wanted to send you a quick note about Amendment 44, which proposes to make the possession of up to one ounce of marijuana legal for adults under Colorado state law.  I am not sure where you stand on this issue, but I encourage you to think about it before you cast your vote.  And as you think about it, please consider the reasons why I plan to vote YES on Amendment 44 when I vote.

Throughout my life, I have been around many people under the influence of alcohol and many others under the influence of marijuana.  While I am not trying to advocate the use of either substance, there is no doubt that the use of alcohol poses more harms to the users as well as to the people around them.  Fights and other acts of aggression that occur while people are drunk simply are not caused by marijuana use.  And the vomiting occasionally caused by alcohol is due to the fact that it is so toxic, it is actually a poison to the body.  On the other hand, marijuana is so non-toxic it has never caused an overdose death in history.

Despite this, our current laws drive adults to use alcohol instead of marijuana.  That simply makes no sense.  All Amendment 44 would do is make it so that adults are not punished for making the rational, safer choice to use marijuana instead of alcohol.

I know you have been exposed, like every other American, to an incredible amount of anti-marijuana propaganda over the years.  But it is time to see beyond the myths.  Marijuana is not a gateway drug.  Marijuana does not cause lung cancer.  And marijuana is less addictive than caffeine.  

Sure, teens shouldn't be using marijuana.  But that is not what this initiative is about.  It would still be illegal for anyone under 21 to possess marijuana if this initiative passes.  This is just about whether the private use of marijuana should be legal for adults.  So when it comes right down to it, the question to ask yourself is, "What is so scary about an adult using marijuana?"

Obviously, how you vote on this is a personal matter.  But I hope you will keep these thoughts in mind when you go cast your vote.

-- me

